CULTURE by TALITHA LINEHAN & ALEX PHILLIPS

Clockwise from below: the Jacobite "=

Steam Train crossing the Glenfinnan

Viaduct railway in Inverness-shire,

Scotland; an 1833 engraving by SG

Hughes shows trains on the Liverpool

& Manchester Railway hauling goods

wagons (top); first-class carriages and a

mail coach (middle); and open-topped
second-class carriages (bottom).

= George Stephenson (1781-1848) wasa

elebrated railway engineer renowned as== 5%

. thei‘Father of Railways"; his son Robert: __- 3

phenson (1803-1859) was a Civil- -

an _d

Hace doscientos afos, la primera locomotora a vapor atraveso el
condado de Durham, en el noreste de Inglaterra, cargada con once
vagones de carbon y veinte de pasajeros. Un acontecimiento que
marco el nacimiento del ferrocarril y cambio el mundo para siempre.
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n 27 September 1825, a

steam-powered?* locomotive

set off2 on a twenty-six mile
[41,8km] journey through County Dur-
ham, a major coal-producing3 region
in the north-east of England. The inau-
guration of the Stockton and Darlington
Railway (S&DR) was a history-making
event: forthefirsttime, asteam-powered
public railway could carry products (coal)
and passengers, connecting collieries4
around Shildon with the market towns of
Stockton and Darlington. Steam marked
the adventS of the modern railway net-
work which spread rapidly across the
country, transforming Britain's landscape,
economy and society.

STRANGE STRUCTURES
Tocelebrate the bicentennial of thisimpor-
tantevent, ayear-long programmecalled
Railway 200 is taking place across the UK.
Railway 200 began on 1 January 2025

withanexperienceknownasa ‘whistle off’,
when historic locomotives across the

country all sounded their whistles® at
the same time. It continues with a broad

programme of activities that reflect on

therailway's past, presentand future. The

innovation of steam connected Britain in-
ternally and, with steam-powered ships, to

therestoftheworld. Railwayinnovationin

Britain, and railroads in the US, led to the

rapid rise of the factory system and mass

production, and the expansion of global

commerce and trade?.

INSPIRATION

One of the highlights of Railway 200 is
a touring exhibition train called Inspira-
tion. Inspiration crisscrosses® the British
mainland?, stopping at main line*® and
heritage* stations as wellas rail freight*?
depots3. It has four carriages®4, each
with its own interactive exhibition, cre-
ated not only to celebrate this year's an-
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1 steam-powered:

a vapor

to set off: partir
coal-producing:
productora de carbon
collieries: minas de
carbon

advent: llegada
whistles: silbatos
trade: negocios

to crisscross: cruzar
mainland: tierra firme
main line stations:
estaciones principales
heritage: historicas
rail freight: trenes de
mercancias

depots: terminales
carriages: vagones
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3
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15 to pay homage: rendir

homenaje
16 humble: humilde
17 re-enactment:
recreacion
18 trail: pista, senda

19 to run along: seguir el

recorrido

Right: an engraving of
Locomotion No. 1, the
first steam locomotive
to haul a passenger-
carrying trainon a
public railway; the
Railway 200 logo.

The Tornado, a 215t-century

built steam locomotive at

Appleby station in Yorkshire.
||

niversary but to inspire young people to
consideracareerwiththe nationalrailways.

LOCOMOTION

As part of Railway 200, a nine-month inter-
nationalartsand community festival, called

S&DR200, pays homage1s to historic and

humble®® County Durham and to the pi-
oneering railway line that operated there

from1825t0 1863. Held from Marchto No-
vember 2025, the festival includes a three-
day re-enactment?? of the debut journey

of Locomotion No. 1, which was built by

celebrated railway engineers George and

Robert Stephenson. Along with special

exhibitions and other outdoor events, the

festivalalso inaugurates a twenty-six-mile

walkingand cyclingtrail*® thatruns along®

much of the historical railway’s route. ®

Years of Train Travel
1826-2025

CLOINTERVIEW
WHISTLE OFF!

The commercialisation of steam-pow-

ered? transportation set the world in
motion?. While steamships3 transformed
maritime trade and made long-distance
travel more reliable4 and accessible,
steam locomotives enableds faster and
more efficient movement of goods® and
people. This year marks the bicentenary
of thefirst steam-powered public railway
that made its carbon-fuelled? debut in
the north-east of England in 1825. The
event is celebrated across Britain with a
year-long programme of activities and
exhibitions called Railway 200. To find
outmore, Speak Up contacted Alan Hyde,
Railway 200's head of marketing and
communications. We began by asking
him why it is such an important anniver-
sary tocommemorate.

AlanHyde(English
accent): It's a
once-in-a-genera-
tion opportunity to
celebrate an indus-
try,asector, thathas
changedtheworld forever. AndIthink
it's not too exaggerated to say that cer-
tainly the role of the railwaysin the In-
dustrial Revolution is very much akin
to® the invention of the internet in the
digital age, both of which have been
hugely transformative, have connect-
edpeopleand communitiesinallsorts
of ways. Obviously the railway isborn
in Britain, rolled out? across the globe.
It's created countries, you think of the
US and India and other countries that
perhapswouldn'tbethe countriesthey
aretoday withouttheadventoftherail-
ways. And it's still a force for positive
changetoday as it's become more dig-
itally-driven®®.SoIthinkit'simportant
that it's not a sort of a rose-tinted** ret-
rospective on the past, it's very much
trying to show that the railways' pio-
neeringpedigreeisaliveand kicking*?
today and is shaping the brave new
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- Heritage Railway
°, near the Brecon
Beacons National
Park in Wales.
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world*3, particularly here in the UK,
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where the industry is going through
structural change to become simpler,
betterand greener.

CHAIN OF INNOVATIONS

As Hyde explains, one twenty-six mile
railway lineinthe north-east of England
formed part of a chain of innovations
that was to transform first Britain and
then the world.

Alan Hyde: The date that is being
marked, [ ought®4 to say, is the 27th
of September 1825, in the north-east
of England. But there were other key
milestones?®S before that that are rec-
ognized. So it's quite difficult to say
whentherailwayswas [were|born, be-
cause obviously the horse and carton
tracks® carried coal'” and other cargo
before 1825, butit's widely regarded*®
asthebirth ofthe modernrailway,and
it'stransformed the way we live. Most
peopleinthe UKdon't probablyrealise
the products and services they enjoy
every day, much of that is brought to
thembyrail freight9. Sowe'retryingto
convey?°thatstory, fromwinetotoilet
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steam-powered:

a vapor

to set in motion:
poner en marcha
steamships: barcos
de vapor

reliable: fiable

to enable: posibilitar
goods: mercancias
carbon-fuelled:
impulsado por carbon
akin to: similar a

to roll out: desplegar
digitally-driven:
digitalizado
rose-tinted: de color
de rosa

alive and kicking:
vivito y coleando
brave new world:
nuevo mundo mejor
ought: deber
milestones: hitos
cart on tracks:
carreta sobre vias
coal: carbon

to regard: considerar
rail freight: trenes de
mercancias

to convey: transmitir,
expresar
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21 to power: suministrar
energia

22 elsewhere: otros
sitios

23 enterprise: inciciativa,
emprendeduria

24 train set: maquetas
de trenes

25 scenery: paisaje

26 remiss: negligente

Clockwise from top:

The Railway Station an
1862 painting by William
Powell Frith shows a
crowded Paddington
Station in London; the
Royal Mint has launched a
commemorative £2 coin
to mark this year's 200th
anniversary of the modern
railway.
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paper to carrying biomass to power*
stations to help keep the nation's
lights on. Railway towns like Doncas-
ter, Swindon, Crewe and elsewhere??,
York, whichwouldn'tbewhattheyare
today as big tourist centres and cen-
tres of commercial enterprise?3
without the railways. And
also coastal resorts, be-
cause the railways
created masstourism,
and you've got re-
sorts around the UK,
and indeed I'm sure
around theworld, like
Bournemouth, Black-
pool, where the facto-

ry would shut and people s S

wouldthengoenmassebytrain

to coastal resorts and enjoy the sea-
side. So, economically, itcontributesa
massiveamounttolocal, regionaland
national economy.

POPULAR CULTURE

British people young and old are re-
nowned for their love of trains. Some
lucky ones own quite sophisticated train
sets?4, and railways feature prominently
in books and in films, from The Railway
ChildrentoHarry Potter. As Hyde explains,
trains are both culturally and environ-
mentally significant.

Alan Hyde: There's also the heritage
railway sector, which in the UK is very
strong, many of which are charities, but
they carry millions of people a year on
someofthemostspectacularscenery?s
across the UK. So culturally, the rail-
ways has [have] shaped our cultural
landscape. It's inspired, down
theages, generationsofartists,
. Mmusicians, filmmakers.You
only haverecentlytothink
of the Hogwarts Express
with Harry Potter. And
environmentally, many of
the railways actually have
become green corridors
with particular sorts of flora
and fauna along the track side,
whichinthe daysof steam, oftenthe
railways acted as pollinators, carrying
pollen from one part of the country to
another and creating new biodiversity.

COLLECTOR'SITEMS
So, isthereany eventfrom Railway 200 that
Hyde would particularly recommend?

Alan Hyde: It'd probably be remiss2®
of me to pick [one]! There's a brilliant
eventin Derby, which isthe new home
oftherailway inthe UK, by Alstom, one
oftheworld'sleading trainmanufactur-
ers. Andthey're organising fourdays of

Clockwise from top left: a mysterious
luggage trolley disappears into a

wall heading to Platform 9 3/s at

King's Cross station (a reference to

the Harry Potter books); in 1934 the
W Flying Scotsman (pictured recently,
still in action) became the first steam
locomotive to officially reach 100mph
(160kph) in speed in passenger service;
in 1938 the Mallard (now retired) seta
new record of 126mph (202kph).
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array: variedad

to knit: tejer
jumper: suéter

in and of itself: en si
misma

to aim at: tener como
objetivo

to pledge:
comprometerse

to showcase: exhibir
keen: entusiasmados
to shine a spotlight:
poner el foco de
atencion

coders:
programadores
hence: por tanto
intake: entrada

to run riot:
desbocarse
undimmed: intacta
fares: tarifas

to run on time:
circular con
puntualidad

whilst: al mismo
tiempo que

as it were: por asi
decirlo

to shout long, loud
and proud: gritarlo a
los cuatro vientos

to wow: asombrar
bystanders:
transeuntes
eye-catching:
llamativo

livery: colorido
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ABITOF “INSPIRATION"

One of the highlights of Railway 200 is the exhibition train

Inspiration, with an estimated 400,000 people set to visit. &l 5

Inspiration travels across Britain wowing® bystanders47with

its eye-catching#® livery49. For its lucky passengers, there
are four carriages tovisit, each dedicated to a particular free-
of-charge exhibition: one is about railway technology and
innovation; another is an interactive family-oriented en-
vironment; a third focuses on the diverse and sometimes
surprising array of careers in the railway industry, from en-
gineers to architects to guards and drivers; a fourth is used
as a flexible exhibition space depending on where the train
istravelling to next. Onthetrain’s travelitinerary are mainline
stations across the nation as well as heritage railways con-
nected to the rail network and freight depots along the way.

fun-filled excitementwith avastarray??7

[of exhibits]. They're calling it “the great-
est collection of trains and rail exhibits

and associated activity,” and expect-
ing lots of interest and lots of people to

come along to that as well. But there's a

longlist. Nothing is too big or too small.
We know of one lady who's going to be

knitting?® a jumper?® with the Railway
200 logo. That in and of itself3° is justa

lovely contribution.

PEOPLE-CENTRED

Railway 200 is also aimed at3* interesting

young people in working with the railway

industry, which has pledged32to become

netzeroby2050. Therailways offerawide

range of careers, as they touch on many

aspects of British life, says Hyde: from her-
itageandtourismtoengineeringand envi-
ronmentaljobs. Mostimportantly, Railway

200 aims to show the pride, passion and

professionalism of those who choose to

work in the industry.

Alan Hyde: We're supplementing the
industry'seffortstotryand showcase33
what a fantastic place the industry is
to build a career for people of all back-
grounds. Around the globe, we're all
competing for the same talentone way
or another, so we're very keen34 to get
the next generation of pioneering tal-
entto consider a career in the railways.

We're shining a spotlight3s on some of

the more hidden roles in the railway.
Soit's notjust the roles that most peo-
plesee, likeatraindriver oraguard on

thetrain orsomebody on the platform,
butit'sthefactthatthereareecologists,
thereare hydrologists, therearedrone

pilots, there are coders36... there are all

sorts of other roles. In the UK the rail-
ways employs [employ] about three

hundredthousand people, soobvious-
lyasignificantindustry withlots of op-
portunitytobuildarichandrewarding

career. Hence37 education skillsbeing

a key theme for us. So, obviously the

challenge is to get a good intake3® of

younger people, as I say, from all back-
grounds, tojoin the industry.

THE FUTURE OF RAILWAYS

European visitors may be shocked at the
expense and inefficiency of British trains.
This is because the railway system is so
old, Hyde explains. Itis difficult to update
and hardtodecarbonise. Sowhatwillthe
future of British railways be like?

Alan Hyde: Whoknows?Imagination
runsriot39.. Weknowitwillbeamuch
greener, simplerrailway, certainly here
inthe UK, a better railway. I[mean, the
railway is very popular. It's obvious-
ly, like many parts of the economy
around theglobe, suffered throughthe

Clockwise from top left: a drawing

of the interior of the exhibition train
Inspiration; schoolchildren visit a
simulator that uses Al technology;

the National Railway Museum in
York; St. Pancras and Kings Cross
train stations in London.

effects of Covid, when people weren't

travelling. But its sort of innate attrac-
tion [is] undimmed4°. There'll be lots

of competitions, lots of invitations to

people and school groups to use their
imaginationandtryandsortofdesign

the train of the future and whata new

railway station might look like while

still respecting the past. ‘Cause in the

UK, there'ssomereally good examples.
You have to think of Saint Pancras, for
example, which is wonderful, in Lon-
don, and other stations, old Victorian

stations that have been beautifully re-
storedand modernised.So, whoknows

what two hundred years willlook like?

But certainly it's about making pro-
gress, making fares4* more simpleand

less complex to understand, making

sure trains run on time#2 more often

and making the journey experience

evenmore wonderful. It'sawonderful,
wonderfulindustry. AndIthink,itisan

opportunity whilst43taking the public

on ajourney, as it were44, without be-
ing too clichéd, but sort of recognis-
ing the railway’'s not perfect, butithas

a brilliant story to tell and it needs to

shoutaboutthatlong, loud and proud#45

to convey how it has shaped people’s

lives and created the UK that we all we

allknow today. ®

www.railway200.co.uk

11 sPEAK UP Explains

Whistle off. En los trenes antiguos, el ‘silbato’ (whistle) era una herra-
mienta esencial para la comunicacion entre el maquinista y el resto de
trabajadores del ferrocarril, ademas de servir como advertencia para
las personas cercanas a las vias. Por otro lado, en inglés, la particula off
aparece en numerosas expresiones que denotan el inicio de algo,
como el kick off (‘chute’ o ‘'saque inicial’) de un partido de futbol, o el
take off o blast off para el 'despegue’ de un avion o de un cohete, res-
pectivamente. Siguiendo este uso, whistle off se emplea aqui para
sefialar el arranque del programa Railway 200 con el sonido caracte-
ristico de los silbatos de locomotoras antiguas, un detalle que aporta
un toque ceremonial a la celebracion.

Heritage railway sector. Sector de ferrocarriles histéricos. Como
cuna del ferrocarril, en el Reino Unido tanto las locomotoras y trenes
como las estaciones histdricas desemperian un papel fundamental en la
conservacion del ‘patrimonio’ (heritage) cultural. Tienen, ademas, un
impacto notable en el sector turistico, con mas de quinientas locomoto-
1as operativas, cerca de 800 kilémetros de vias restauradas, y mas de
460 estaciones histéricas que atraen a millones de visitantes cada ario.
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