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2025 marks two centuries of the modern passenger railway in Britain. 
Let’s have some fun learning all about the railway and the people 

behind it with this activity book.

Let’s celebrate 200 years of 
train travel with Railway 200!

Discover how the railway affected 
culture, heritage and tourism!

Let’s celebrate railway people!

Find out about education and skills!

Think about innovation, technology 
and the environment!

Over the past 200 years, rail travel has 
helped to build our country, communities 
and economy.

From the workers during the World Wars 
to the brave staff who kept our railways 
running during COVID-19, people have 
always been at the heart of train travel.

Learning about the railway and giving our
people the right skills for the job helps our
railways to grow and our communities
to connect.

From the invention of steam engines, to 
newer, more environmentally friendly trains,
rail travel is constantly evolving and so are we!

LUKE THE LEVEL CROSSING MANAGER
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Did you know, that in 1847 all railway stations across the country adopted 
Greenwich Mean Time, known as GMT – this was before many towns and 
cities? By 1855, about 98% of England and Wales ran on ‘Railway Time’.

Here’s a quick test for you - if it is 09:30 here in Britain, what time  
is it in each of the following capital cities? The time difference is  

shown under each city so, can you draw the hands on the  
clock with the right time?

Paris
(+1 hour)

Beijing
(+7 hours)

Canberra
(+9 hours)

Washington DC 
(-5 hours)

Dublin
(GMT)

On ‘Railway Time’

1847

TELL THE TIME
GMT is the 

international standard for British time. It was used 
for navigation 
and accurate
timekeeping.

Answers on back page. All times compared to GMT only.
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Just ten years ago, the first battery-powered train to run on the railway 
in over 50 years won ‘Best Cross Industry Project’ at the 2015 Railway 

Industry Innovation Awards!

Why don’t you design your own modern train and draw and colour 
it in on the bridge below?

Running on 
batteries

2015

DRAW YOUR TRAIN

Calais
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At Network Rail, we employ lots of people in different jobs. Across the 
country, we have about 40,000 staff working to keep our railways running. 
Can you follow the train tracks and match us up with what we do?

Match us with
our roles

2025
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Sally Elisha Luke Sandeep

MAKE THE MATCH
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STAMP COLLECTION

Network Rail own 20 stations across Britain. How many have you been to? 
Colour in each square when you’ve visited the station!

Station Stamps



STUCKTON

ANSWERS

B L A C K P O O L A B R T L A
R B L O N D O N L L N G O I C
I K S T P W R H N X A I K V R
G R I G H T O N W O R C Y E E
H A O K T G L A S G O W E R V
T L L A N D U D N O R I T P L
O L K D Y I R K H F B R A O T
N O A H P O L X V N A P J O I
E D I N B U R G H I T S P L L
C A R D I F F K A O H I V A R

They don’t burn coal and produce smoke

They don’t need to stop for coal and water

They produce zero pollution while running

They have smooth engines, not loud boilers 
and smokestacks

True: During both World Wars, trains were 
essential for quickly transporting soldiers to and 
from battlefields. They helped get troops where 
they were needed most!

False: Railways transported all kinds of supplies, 
including weapons, food, medical equipment, 
and building materials. Trains kept the soldiers 
well fed and cared for.

True: During World War II, trains were used in 
Operation Pied Piper, which evacuated children 
from cities like London to the countryside to keep 
them safe from bombings.

False: Trains were often painted in dull, dark 
colours like black or grey to make them harder 
to spot from the air and keep them safe from 
enemy attacks.

True: Railway workers were considered essential 
workers because the trains kept everything 
running smoothly — from moving troops to 
delivering food and supplies.

False: The number of women working on the 
railway rose a lot during WWII. As the men were 
at the battlefront, women stepped in to fill a 
wide range of roles.

True: Ambulance trains became the primary 
mode of transport for the sick and injured during 
the First World War.
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Paris Beijing

Canberra

Washington DC 

Dublin

Well done for 
completing our

Railway 200 
activity book!
Scan to watch
animations on 
Railway 200




